
 
 

 
 

Point to each word 
Señala a cada 

palabra 
 

 
 

Look at the picture Mira el dibujo 

 
    mmm… 

manzana 

Get your mouth 

ready for the first 

sound 

Prepara la boca para 

el primer sonido 

anotación  

noteworthy 
Look for parts you 

know 

Busca partes que ya 

sabes 

 
 

Skip it and keep 

reading 
Salta y sigue leyendo 

 

 
 

Ask “Does it look 

right?” 

Pregunta --¿Se ve 

bien? 
 

 
 

Ask “Does it sound 

right?” 

Pregunta --¿Suena 

bien? 

 

 
 

Ask “Does it make 

sense?” 

Pregunta --¿Hace 

sentido? 

 



 “Don’t forget to point to each word”: Pointing helps readers keep their place on the 

page, and beginning readers can use their finger to slide under each sound or syllable of the 

word as they say it (ma-pa-che, mapache). 

 “Let’s look at the picture”: Before reading, take a picture walk together and have 

your child talk about what she sees.  Talk about new or tricky words you notice she’ll 

encounter.  “I see a river there, too, and sometimes a small one like that is called a 

stream.”  Then, when reading, look back to match the words with what’s in the picture.  

“So this word starts with /b/.  Do you see something with b in the picture?” 

  “Get your mouth ready for the word’s first sound”: If your child guesses a word 

without looking at it, ask him to stop and make his mouth say /ahhh/ (or any other 

first letter sound) for an a word so he’s thinking about saying each sound correctly. 

“Do you see a part of the word you know?”: In any tricky word, but especially a long 

one, looking for a known part can help solve it.  Ask your child if he notices something 

he’s already learned about, like an ending, a syllable, or a little word. 

 “Let’s skip it and keep reading, then come back!” If it’s too tricky to figure out 

with other strategies, sometimes it’s best to finish the sentence and then go back to the 

hard word and think about what it might be.  Reading the rest of the sentence might give 

a clue as to what it is. 

 “Does that look right?” When your child guesses a word incorrectly, ask her to think 

about her word and then look at the book’s word again.  If your child says “sunlight” 

instead of “sunshine” say, “Does that look right?  Sunlight would have an l and a t in it, but 

this word doesn’t. 

 “Does that sound right?”: When a word is mispronounced, it might sound funny.  If 

your child reads, “gentful” instead of “gently,” she might stop and notice that word 

sounds a little off.  Ask her to reread to make sure it sounds right. 

 “Hmm… does that make sense?”: Good readers need to learn that the words should 

make sense.  When the words don’t make sense to them, they probably need to stop, think, 

and go back and reread.  If your child says “meaty” instead of “neatly” in a sentence, say, 

“That didn’t make sense, did it?  Let’s try again.” 
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